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PRESS RELEASE

December 2, 2011

Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place
2 South Pack Square

Asheville, NC  28801

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 


John Ellis, Managing Director 



Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place


Office Ph#: (828) 257-4512

E-Mail: jellis@dwtheatre com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Who:
A Swannanoa Solstice 
What: 


Mainstage Special Attractions Series
When:


Sunday, December 18, 2011 • 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Where:

Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place


Ticket Prices: 
Regular: $35; Student: $30; Child: $12

Info/Tickets:

Box Office (828) 257-4530





Web: www.dwtheatre.com

Artists’ Websites: 
www.alandamy.com ( www.robinbullock.com
For Interviews: 
Al Petteway or Amy White 

828-628-6428 ( alpetteway@mac.com

For Calendar Listings: A Swannanoa Solstice. ‘Tis the season for A Swannanoa Solstice, featuring world renowned musicians Al Petteway, Amy White and Robin Bullock, who are joined by a wealth of storytellers, dancers and special guest musicians, along with host, Doug Orr. Mainstage Special Attractions Series, Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place. Sunday, December 18, 2011, 2:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. Tickets: Regular $35, Student $30, Children 12 and under $12; Student rush day-of-show (with valid I.D.) $10. Tickets/Info: (828) 257-4530 or online at www.dwtheatre.com.

“…sprightly, sensuous, sunny, entrancing and wonderfully evocative.”

- The Washington Post

A SWANNANOA SOLSTICE -- ANNUAL HOLIDAY CONCERT 2 P.M. AND 7 P.M. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 AT DIANA WORTHAM THEATRE AT PACK PLACE

Grammy award-winning musicians Al Petteway and Amy White and multi-instrumentalist Robin Bullock lead the ninth anniversary edition of A Swannanoa Solstice, Sunday, December 18 at 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place in downtown Asheville. In this annual winter holiday celebration, world-renowned musicians Petteway and White along with Bullock and a host of special guests share holiday songs old and new, religious and secular, joyful and poignant, in a warm and intimate winter concert. Petteway and White recently contributed music to the new Ken Burns film for PBS, The Dust Bowl.
Presented in association with The Swannanoa Gathering at Warren Wilson College, A Swannanoa Solstice again offers two performances in order to meet the audience demand for this popular winter gathering and concert. 

This year’s special guests include:

· Sheila Kay Adams, world-renowned Appalachian storyteller and traditional Appalachian ballad singer;

· Steve Agan and E.J. Jones, award-winning highland bagpipers;

· The Twisty Cuffs, local Cape Breton-style stepdancers;

· Young virtuosic fiddler and harpist, Alex Reidinger; and

· Host Doug Orr, president emeritus of Warren Wilson College, founder of The Swannanoa Gathering, and invaluable supporter of and participant in the musical heritage of western North Carolina.

A Swannanoa Solstice showcases all manner of seasonal sounds and festivities, with well-mastered Celtic and Appalachian songs and music on guitar, mandolin, fiddle, piano, Celtic harp, Irish bouzouki, vocals and world percussion. Through music and storytelling, Bullock, Petteway and White explore shared winter traditions from the area, the country, and from around the world. The melodies played by Petteway, a virtuosic acoustic guitarist who favors an altered tuning, draw from a broad variety of cultural influences from Middle East tonalities to Scottish jigs. White, on piano, mandolin, guitar, Celtic harp and percussion, draws on her classical background to create harmonic arrangements. Bullock, a multi-instrumentalist who plays the guitar, fiddle and bouzouki is hailed as a master flat picker whose style skillfully embraces Celtic music.

More about the artists:

Al Petteway and Amy White perform an exciting blend of original, traditional, contemporary Celtic- and Appalachian-influenced music.  Their repertoire offers extensive instrumental work featuring acoustic guitars, mandolins, Celtic harp, piano and world percussion as well as a fine touch of vocals. They have been Artists in Residence at Warren Wilson College and The Kennedy Center Millennium Stage. Al and Amy’s signature sound is heard often on public radio programs and in independent films including, most recently, the new Ken Burns’ PBS documentary, “The Dust Bowl,” due out this September. The duo’s newest CD, High in the Blue Ridge, was released in 2010. While living in the Washington, D.C. area, Al & Amy won a grand total of 50 Wammies from the Washington Area Music Association in the Folk, Celtic and New Age categories. They received a coveted Indie Award for their CD “Gratitude” and Al won a Grammy for his solo fingerstyle guitar contribution to the pop instrumental compilation, “Pink Guitar.” The readers of Acoustic Guitar magazine voted him one of the top fifty guitarists of all time. Al is the coordinator of Guitar Week for the world famous Swannanoa Gathering at Warren Wilson College. He and Amy make their home on top of the Swannanoa Mountain range in nearby Fairview, NC.
Celtic/American string wizard Robin Bullock journeys to the heart and soul of Celtic and American traditions. He is a prolific composer and multi-instrumentalist, whose virtuosity on guitar, cittern and mandolin blends the ancient melodies of the Celtic lands and their vigorous Appalachian descendants into one powerful musical vision. The 17th-century harp tunes of legendary Irish bard Turlough O’Carolan, the spirited jigs and reels of rural Ireland, the haunting ballads of the southern Appalachians and evocative original compositions all find a musical common ground in his music, where lightening-fast fingerwork one moment is perfectly balanced with tender, quiet intimacy the next.

A Swannanoa Solstice is presented annually in partnership with The Swannanoa Gathering at Warren Wilson College, and is made possible by Performance Sponsors Bill & Marilyn Hubbard and Marrion & Rockwell Ward; and by Mainstage Special Attractions Series Sponsors Arby’s and Diamond Brand Outdoors, with additional support from Media Sponsor The Laurel of Asheville. 

The 2011/2012 Mainstage Special Attractions Series continues with pianist Christopher O’Riley, host of NPR’s popular music program, From the Top, Saturday March 3 at 8:00 p.m. O’Riley captivates audiences with unique transcriptions of popular tunes while showcasing his classical chops in this special Asheville performance. 
To obtain more information about A Swannanoa Solstice on December 18 at Diana Wortham Theatre or to purchase tickets (Regular $35; Student $30; Children $12), call the theatre’s box office at (828) 257-4530 or visit www.dwtheatre.com. Student Rush tickets ($10 for students with valid I.D.) are sold the day of the show, based on availability.

The Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place is located in the heart of the Pack Square Cultural District in downtown Asheville, within walking distance of many shops and restaurants. The intimate theatre seats just over 500 and boasts exceptional acoustics and sightlines, making it the premier performance space in all of Western North Carolina. The Mainstage Series is supported by a grant from the North Carolina Arts Council, a state agency. The Mainstage Series 2011/2012 season sponsors are Asheville Citizen-Times, Asheville Renaissance Hotel, Creative Energy, Laurey’s Catering and Gourmet-to-go, the North Carolina Arts Council, and Blue Moon Water. 
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