PAGE  

[image: image1.png]2 South Pack Square  Asheville, NC 28801 828.257.4530 Fax 828.251.5652

D . k * www.dwtheatre.com
iana ‘
Worthaml heatre|

at Pack Place





PRESS RELEASE

August 25, 2011

Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place
2 South Pack Square

Asheville, NC  28801

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 


John Ellis, Managing Director 



Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place


Office Ph#: (828) 257-4512

E-Mail: jellis@dwtheatre com

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Who:
Doc Watson and David Holt

What: 
Mainstage Special Attraction Series
When:
Saturday, October 15, 2011 • 3:00pm & 8:00pm 

Where:
Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place


Ticket Prices: 
Regular: $45; Student: $40; Child $12


Student Rush day-of show (with valid I.D.) $10

Info/Tickets:
Box Office (828) 257-4530 • www.dwtheatre.com

Click here for Performance Page with Preview Video 

Artist’s Website: 
www.davidholt.com; www.folkloreproductions.com/DocWatson.html 
For Interviews: 
For David Holt: office@davidholt.com • 828-628-1728

For Doc Watson: Mitch Greenhill • mitchg@folkloreproductions.com
For Calendar Listings: Two priceless performances by Grammy winners of American folk: legendary performer Doc Watson and folklorist David Holt. Mainstage Special Attractions Series, Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place.  3:00pm and 8:00pm, October 15, 2011. Regular $45; Student $40; Student Rush day-of-the-show $10 (with valid I.D.) Tickets/Info: (828) 257-4530 or online at www.dwtheatre.com.
“The easy, warm interplay between these two artists will have listeners feeling like they're enjoying a front porch visit with the duo.”

Publisher’s Weekly

FOLK LEGENDS DOC WATSON AND DAVID HOLT PERFORM TWO SHOWS OCTOBER 15 AT DIANA WORTHAM THEATRE AT PACK PLACE

Legendary performers and Grammy Award winners Doc Watson and David Holt play two performances at the Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place in downtown Asheville on October 15, 2011, at 3:00pm and 8:00pm. The program showcases the onstage relationship between Watson, a living, breathing repository of American song, and Holt, a down-home musicologist and seasoned performer who lives in Fairview just outside of Asheville. 

Holt and Watson have known each other since 1972 and have recorded several CDs together. Doc has been known to preface their joint concerts by saying “this is going to be about as informal as a couple of fellers’ sittin’ on the front porch at home.”  Their friendship is clear, and listening to the two musicians play, sing and tell stories together is a joy.  In 1998 the duo presented an hour-long special on UNC-TV, and as soon as it aired sponsors started calling to book the show. They called it “Hills of Home” and have been on the road together performing several shows a month for the past 13 years. In 2003 Holt and Watson won a Grammy Award for Best Traditional Folk Recording for Legacy, a three CD collection of songs and stories reflecting Doc Watson's inspiring life story. The third CD of the set was recorded live at the Diana Wortham Theatre at their March 17, 2001 Mainstage Series concert.

Doc Watson is the legendary singer and musician who virtually invented the art of playing mountain fiddle tunes on the flattop guitar.  The recipient of the National Medal of Arts, National Heritage Fellowship and eight Grammy Awards, Doc was born in Deep Gap, North Carolina in 1923. Doc inherited his gift and love for music from his mother who sang secular and religious songs and his father who played the banjo, which was Doc's first instrument.  At age 14, he taught himself to play a borrowed guitar and learned some chords from a fellow student at Raleigh School for the Blind.  It was not until 1953 at the age of 30 that he met Jack Williams, a local piano player, and began to play paid gigs. In 1961, Friends of Old-Time Music invited Doc to perform a concert in New York City. One year later, he gave his first solo performance in Greenwich Village. Since then, he has been a full-time musician, playing clubs, festivals and concerts worldwide including Carnegie Hall. 
Four-time Grammy Award winner David Holt plays ten acoustic instruments and, for this show, trades folk tales with Doc as they play guitar, banjo, harmonica and hambone.  Holt graduated from the University of California-Santa Barbara magna cum laude in biology and art, but from there he turned toward the southeastern mountains to pursue his growing interest in traditional music and storytelling.  He moved to western North Carolina and immersed himself in the culture.  While collecting the traditional music of the mountains, Holt discovered folktales and true-life stories, which he began integrating into his concerts.  In 1975, Holt founded and directed the Appalachian Music Program at Warren Wilson College in Swannanoa, North Carolina. The songs and tales Holt has collected for the past 20 years have become part of the permanent collection of the Library of Congress. Holt has released numerous recordings of traditional mountain music and southern folktales, including the collaboration with Doc Watson, Legacy. Holt is also well known for his television and radio series, including North Carolina public television’s Folkways. He has been a frequent guest on Hee Haw, Nashville Now and The Grand Ole Opry. David can also be seen as a musician in the popular film, O Brother Where Art Thou.

Doc Watson and David Holt’s Asheville performances are made possible by Performance Sponsors Parsec Financial and Will & Catherine Gay; by Mainstage Special Attractions Series sponsors Arby’s and Diamond Brand Outdoors; and by Media Sponsors The Laurel of Asheville, 800AM The Revolution, and New Radio 570 WWNC.

The Diana Wortham Theatre at Pack Place is located in the Pack Square Cultural District within walking distance of many shops and restaurants. The intimate theatre seats just over 500 and boasts exceptional acoustics and sightlines, making it the premier performance space in all of Western North Carolina. The Mainstage Series is supported by a grant from the North Carolina Arts Council, a state agency. The Mainstage Series 2011/2012 Season Sponsors are the Asheville Citizen-Times, Asheville Renaissance Hotel, Creative Energy, Laurey’s Catering and Gourmet-to-go, the North Carolina Arts Council, and Blue Moon Water.

To obtain more information on Doc Watson & David Holt’s October 15 performances at Diana Wortham Theatre or to purchase tickets (Regular $45; Student $40; Child $12), call the theatre’s box office at (828) 257-4530 or visit www.dwtheatre.com. Student Rush tickets ($10 for students with valid I.D.) are sold the day of the show, based on availability. 
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